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IV. A Letter from Mr James Young, F. 7{. S. to Dr 
Edward Tyfon, F. %. o. concerning <* !Ball y extract¬ 
ed from aTerjonjrho hadJujferedhy, d 30 yearsjn which 
was a Tlurnb-ftone, 

PtfWOHthj Sept. 6. 1702. 


Worthy Sir , 

W Hen I had 1 aft the Honour to be at a meeting of the 
Royal Society in Grefham College, there happened 
in a difeourfe concerning Plumbs,which gave me occaiion to 
tell you of one detained in the Guts of a Woman above 30 
years, caufing Orange and grievous accidents, till 1 drew it 
out ex Ano. 

According to my promife then, I fend you now a more 
particular account of that wonderful cafe and cure than I 
could give by meer memory. 

Her name is Sarah Swain, of a thin habit and middle Pta* 
ture, who when but fix years old, was firft afflicted with a 
violent pain, together with a large hard fwelling on the 
left fide of her I'clly, which lafted twelve hours, and then 
went off without ufe of any Remedy or fenfi’ole evacuation y 
and at the end of three months returned, lafted and went off 
as before. 

Several years it obferved that Period, and then changed 
itsintermifiion from 3,months to 3 weeks, and fo continned 
till fhe was 35 years old, in which time (he married, and 
bore one Child, the pain of which (he avert’d to be much 
lefs than what thefe P aroxifms gave her. 

During her pregnancy, her Pains nor Intermifiion ? > had no 
alteration, andih her-whole Life She found no Diet chtlurb’d 
her but Milk and Side Meats. 
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'About- '■) months be tore Hie was cured, the Pain and Tu¬ 
mour encrcafed to the bignets of a mans two Lifts, (he en¬ 
deavoured by many Remedies to get cafe, but irj yain, till 
the torment and watching had (o weakned her, that flic 
could notrife cut of her Bed nor lie down in it. 

In this deplorable condition flic was advifed by a Wo¬ 
man to take a dole of Powder'd Jalop, what the quantity 
was I could not learn, but it operated violently, and fud- 
denly drove the pain from her flde down to the Amts* where 
it rcfur.bled a Tenejmus , viz. a conftant and violent inclina¬ 
tion to ftoois without being able to force off any thing, and 
after (lie had been thus crucified four days her Urine alfo 
ftopr, and two days after that the charitable Neighbours, 
who had all along given her their beft afliftancc craved 
mine. 

I perceived by their report of the matter, that fomething 
obflrufted the pallage of jier Excrements, and fcon found it 
fo by a probe ^ 1 then anointed the paflage with Popnlkenm, 
and taking hold of the fubfrancc with a pair of large For¬ 
ceps, made to extraft Stones from the Bladder after Litho¬ 
tomy, I drew it forth. 

Abundance of Wind and Excrements gnfht our, and con¬ 
tinued to flow till her Guts were emptied of all the matter, 
which had been fo long retained y after v. Inch I ordered her 
an Anodine Clyfter, and a compofirg draught, and ever 
fincc (being feveral years) (lie continuech well. 

The thing extradfed was round, fomewhat oblong, ha¬ 
ving on it fome luch imprefi'; ns, as mens Fingers make on 
Wax or Plaifter. It then weighed io Drachms, now icarce 
an Ounce, it was 5 inches in < ncumference, and aitho it lclt 
and otherwife appeared a Stone, it fwara on Water, which 
made me fee the infide of it ?;y cutting it in two with a Knife, 
externally it was black, and fmooth as if varnifht, and no 
thicker, which made me before Chad considered the whole, 
think it the expanded skin of the Plumb indurated 5 next to 
this thin blacknefswas a cruft of matter like Brick, thethick- 
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nefs of an half Crown, within that appeared a fubftance 
refembliug Pafte-board or chewed Paper, and within that 
Jay a Prune or withered Plumb, with the Stone and Kernel 
cut alunderb.ymy Knife. 

I have fent it for the K. Society to examin, who T pre- 
fume will think that all thofe wonderful accidents, which 
fo longmolefted this poor Womin, were occafioned by this 
Plumb fwallowed fo many years before ; but how thole 
different accretions were made to it in fuch a place as the In- 
teftines > How it ceafed to torment her at fo many and fuch 
different In erva'ts ? where it lurked between thofe Fits, and 
how the Pain and Tumour obferved fuch exaft Periods for 
fo many years; at firft every three months, and afterward 
every 3 weeks? are queftions lam not able to refolve. 

Many Authors tell us of various Stones eje&ed by Stool, Mi f ce ti,r U r. 
and of late many of them have been found to come out ofvoi Poi>f. 89. 
the Gall Bladder through the Cholerick Channels of Jaun-'^ M , rf 
diced People. I have feentwo fuch bigger than any I have Hmh. W. 
read of, one fo big as a Pullets Egg, which came froma^ 

Lady in the operation of a ftrong Cholagogue taken for a 
Jaundice that had refilled many other Remedies, the other 
as big as a large Nutmeg, driven out by the fame means from 
an aged Man languilhing in the fame diftemper, and both 
of them for many days after thofe Stones came off, eva¬ 
cuated great quantities of Chokr by Stool, and were freed 
of the Difeafe. 

That thofe two Stones were generated in the FoUiculus 
Fellis or ductus Chohdochus , no man will doubt who con¬ 
fided the confequence,and knpws that in colour, tafie, weigl t 
and fbape, they refembled fuch as are found in thole parrs 
upon diffe&ion of Jaundiced Bodies. I once faw near an 
handful of them taken out of the Gall Bladder of the Por¬ 
tugal Ambaffador that dyed in London , 1679. and we are 
lately told by Bagl hi us, that the famous Malpigbms's was 
full of them, they ufually are of fubcitrin colour, refemble 
bright Myrrh, and feem an aggregate of fmall Stones, which 
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Perhaps are made fin-gly in the vefatla, and Coalefce in the 
DnUus. 

The confeqnence of their coming off (hews, that they 
eai fjdthc jaundice in thofe two perfons I have mentioncd,by 
obftru&ing the Channels thro''which the Bile paffeth from the 
common receptacle into the duodenum. It may perhaps feem 
tmpoltible roYcrnc men,, that fubftances of that magnitude 
could oafs thorough a Meatus fo fmali as the common Ditttus 
is. But it hath been no wonder to me this twenty yean, 
iince I difledtcd a Phyfician of this place, who dyed of the 
jaundice, and found the Ductus Communis large enough to 
admit my greateft Finger, as 3 Phyficians and one Surgeon 
hefides my!elf, law to our great furprize, 

Thofe Srones which are generated in the Cults are of 
another fort, and ealily diftinguilhable from thofe I am 
Writing of. Beckers fpeaking of fome Stones voided by 

Stool, laid - Calculos illos in Interims ge.nitos ejje , qnia 

Colore, ponder e & figure a, choledohis lapillis dijlincti Arbi- 
iratus fum. Thofe generated in the Gall caufe the Jaundice, 
thofe in the Guts, beget Chofica),Splanchnical, Hypocondria- 
cal Pains, and fometimes Nephritical, all which vanifh 
when they are ejected. 

aw. 3. obi. 1 have feen Lumps of Stones in a Herfe as big as a Tennis 
l! °- Ball taken out of a Bullocks Guts. The Authors of the 
German Mifcellany write of one very much bigger. L Ri- 
verins of a man that continually with all his Stools voided 
ji.Mti.'ool- Stones like thofe generated in the Kidneys. T.Bartholim 
t. 'oif. ico. mentions feveral, one particularly notable, being fo big as 
■ v»i 5. tb. 64. a pigeons Egg, which was purged off from a Woman by a 
gentle Pill. »———*« exteriore fuperficie fubcinereum , & dum a 
me clavo ferreo in duas aquales partes dijfringitur inter ins inflar 
cryjlalli albhantem & Rutilantem , it a [ut qui olim ex Enni 
Jf.'ircore aurum , hie colligere potuijjet gemmas. 

There are many fuch in the Mifcell. Cur. and which re- 
/u. jhmblcs mine, vol. 7. obf 90. but there is one much 
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more fo in P^, lib, 35 <vf^. 19. but neither of theta 
fb ft range in csufe or cffeSs as. mine* 

It’s not for want of old Authorities that I have here 
quoted few but Moderns 5 l know Galen, Crato , Sennertus, 
M. Donat#*, Z. Luftanus, Fernelius, G. Horjlius, Schenckjus, 
and many more before this Age, who have told the world 
of Stones generated in, and eje&ed from the Inteitines of 
difeafed people, but none that I know with fuch furprizing 
circumftances as this fent you by 

SIR , Tour mofi humble Servant, 

James'Yonge. 

The Ball intire is figured No 3, find its injedt and plumb- 
(lone by it. 


V. Some infiances of other perfons mho mere hurt by fmd- 
lowing Tlumb-flones, by the FubliJJ?er. 

** J“"He difeourfe mentioned in the beginning of the foregoi r r * 
JL Letter was concerning Plumb-ftones which had been 
fwallowed by fome perfons, and had been the caurfe @t then 
Sicknefs or Death. 

The firft was a Man in Lancajhire , who being for many years 
illoftheColic,andreceivingreUeffrom no Med’cine, de fired 
he might be differed after his Death, to fee what might be 
the caufe of his Difeafe. This was accordingly done,and they 
took out of one of his Guts a large Ball 6 inches about, of an 
ounce and half weight made up of a fpungy matter which 
fwims in Water, and viewed by a Microfcope, appeared to be 
made up of very fmall,tranfparent Hairs or Fibres,wroi ght to¬ 
gether, after the manner of the Tophus Bovinus taken out of 
the maws of Oxen. In the middle or center of it was a 
common Prune or Plumb-ftone, which had been fwallowed* 
and flicking fomewhere in the Guts, had gathered that 
fubftance about it which refembled the finall Hairs on the 
skins of feveral Creatures or Fibers of Plants we eat. Dr 
Charles Leigh in his Natural Riftory of Lancajhire , 
&c. in his firft Table has figured this Fig. 4. He 
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